204                  THE OCEAN OF STORY

Welsford in Hastings' Ency. Rel Eth.9 vol. xi, pp. 399-423.
Both contain full bibliographical references.

Readers will remember the amazing story in the Nights
(Burton, vol. v, p. 298 to the end of the volume) of
"The Queen of the Serpents," whose head alone is human,
and the sub-story, " The Adventures of Bulukiya," where
Solomon and his ring are guarded by fiery serpents. The
relationship of the Nagas to the Pisachas is discussed below,
in section 4. Their origin, like that of the Pisachas, was
probably a primitive hill tribe of North India.

Siddhas play a very unimportant part in Hindu myth-
ology. They are described as kindly ghosts who always be-
have in a most friendly manner to mankind. They are usually
mentioned in company with Ganas and Vidyadharas, as at
the commencement of the Ocean of Story. In the earlier
mythology they were called Sadhyas (Manu, i, 22), where
their great purity is emphasised.

Vidyadharas play a very important part in the Ocean of
Story and require little explanation here, as their habits, abode
and relations with mortals are fully detailed in the work itself.

Their government is similar to that in the great cities on
earth; they have their kings, viziers, wives and families. They
possess very great knowledge, especially in magical sciences,
and can assume any form they wish. Their name means
" possessing spells or witchcraft."

4. Demons

The Rakshasas are the most prominent among malicious
superhumans. From the Rig-Veda days they have delighted
in disturbing sacrifices, worrying devout men when engaged
in prayer, animating dead bodies and generally living up to
the meaning of their name, " the banners " or " destroyers."

In appearance they are terrifying and monstrous. In the
Afharva-Veda they are deformed, and blue, green or yellow in
colour. Their eyes, like those of the Arabian jinn, are long
slits up and down, their finger-nails are poisonous, and their
touch most dangerous. They eat human flesh and also that
of horses. Parvati gave them power to arrive at maturity at
birth.

It is at night that their power is at its height, and it is